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Benefit Concert Funds Scholarships
"A Smashing Success" - those were
the words used by the Waterloo Courier
reviewer to describe the First Annual
Scholarship Benefit Concert, presented by
the School of Music last April 16. An idea
originally conceived by Dr. Ronald D.
Ross , director of the School of Music, the
Benefit Concert had its beginning with the
formation of a committee comprised of
School of Music faculty members, Vice
President Thomas Hansmeier and area
residents. In addition to Hansmeier, other
members of the committee were Howard
Aibel , Lyle Baum, Margaret Bradford , Mary
Carroll , Graeme Cowen , Gloria Hedge,
Keith Johnson , Marilou Kratzenstein , Hugh
Pettersen , Ronald Ross and William Shepherd .
Members of the commitee decided
upon an evening that would feature faculty
artists, ensembles-in-residence and student organizations from the School of Music in a program of concert favorites . At
intermission, there would be an elegant
champagne reception , not to mention an
additional reception following the program
replete with delicious pastries and tantalizing fruit drinks. That is exactly how it happened , and we are very proud that it was
indeed "a smashing success " the first time
around.
Of course , the program was the highlight of the evening. The opening "act,"
which was described by one local
restauranteur as "worth the price of admission alone," featured organist Marilou Kratzenstein in a performance of J.S. Bach 's
Toccata and Fugue in D Minor. As the
house lights dimmed , a ghostly glow
emanated from the pit of darkened Russell
Auditorium . The music began. Rising from
the eerie depths came the organ on which
sat a black, cloaked and hooded figure the master of the keyboard concealed in all
her horrific power. As the organ continued
its ascent, the building of the immense
chord wh ich closes the introduction to the
Toccata was accompanied simultaneously
by an increase in light. The plot was exposed , and the audience clapped with delight. Suddenly , another pitiable and
cloaked figure , complete with hunchback,
came from behind the beastly instrument

The post-performance reception was the perfect ending to a "smashing success."

and lurched its way to light the candelabra
adjacent to the " music rack" so that the
master might see. The master continued to
play with inexplicable and crazed gesturings of hands and feet, flying to the exultant
final cadence of the Fugue . The audience
clapped and cheered as the figure moved
from the bench , turned toward her "coven "
with bowed head and sank into the abyss
whence she came , a spot carefully
avoided by students.

That was the beginning , but certainly
not the end. Jeffrey Cohan, former faculty
member and virtuoso flutist, and pianist
John Holstad performed The Swallows and
A Russian Dance by Ernesto Kohler followed by Guilio Bricciald i's // Vento (The
Wind) . Pianist Joyce Gault played Etude in
E Major, Op. 10. No. 3 and Etude in C

....

Benefit, cont.
Minor, Op . 10, No. 12 ("Revolutionary") by
Chopin . Soprano Keum Ja Kim and baritone David Smalley were accompanied by
pian ist John Holstad as they sang " Non mi
tentarl " from Leoncavallo's I Pagliacci. The
first half closed with a performance by The
Northern Brass Quintet of Music Hall Suite
by J. Horovitz . Members of the Quintet are
Keith Johnson and Bruce Chidester ,
trumpet ; Thomas Tritle , horn ; Jon Hansen ,
trombone ; and Fritz Kaenzig , tuba.
Pian ist Howard A ibel opened the
second half of the program with Rachmaninoff's Prelude in C-Sharp Minor , Op . 3, No.
2. Cellist Stefan Reuss and pianist Mariela
Matheson appeared next in a performance
of Requiebros by Gaspard Cassada. UNI
Lyric Theatre , directed by John Pape, presented a scene from Kurt Weill 's Street
Scene , and the UNI Ragtime Ensemble
played an arrangement by Gunther Schull er of the Maple Leaf Rag· by Scott Joplin .
Members of the UNI Concert Chorale,
directed by Graeme Cowen , closed the
program with selections from Porgy and
Bess by George Gershwin .
The receptions , both during and following the concert, were marvelous and the
School of Music owes a great deal of gratitude to the members of the reception committee for their excellent efforts . Members
of the committee were Caryl Becker, Lori
Bock, Marilyn Hansen, Jean Hansmeier,
Ceci le Johnson , Carol Macomber, Jane
Ross and Joan Smalley. Students from Ph i
Mu Alpha Sinfonia and Sigma Alpha Iota
ably assisted as servers. Pianist Bill McGuire and the Don Wendt Strolling Trio
prov ided entertainment during the
receptions. The School of Music is also
indebted to several area banks , which provided funds to support the champagne
and reception costs . They were : Cedar
Falls Savings and Loan , Cedar Falls Trust
and Savings, Midway Bank and Trust , National Bank of Waterloo, Peoples Bank of
Waterloo , and Waterloo Savings Bank.
Funds to support the costs of printing
and mailing invitations, tickets and programs were provided by the offices of the
dean of the College of Humanities and Fine
Arts and the vice president for Educational
and Student Services.
With the conclusion of the First Annual
Scholarship Benefit Concert. the School of
Music has begun a successful venture
which will help provide financial aid to
talented and needy students . It was lots of
work, but it was also lots of fun . Young and
aspiring musicians will be the beneficiaries
of our efforts , and we are pleased to be
able to help.

UN l's Mark Fisher, center, with Neville Marriner, left, music director of the Minnesota Orchestra,
and Henry Charles Smith, resident conductor.

UNI Music Seniors Take Honors
In Young Artists Competition
Mark Fisher, now a senior in the School
of Music, won second place in the 1981
WAMSO Young Artists Competition , a national contest sponsored by the Women 's
Association of the Minnesota Symphony
Orchestra. Fisher, who studies euphonium
with Fritz Kaenzig , assistant professor of
tuba and euphonium , received $1 ,000,
made a solo appearance with the St. Paul
Chamber Orchestra, and gave a recital
performance for the Minneapolis Music
Teachers this past March.
Over 50 participants were on hand for
the competition which was held in September of 1981 . The preliminaries and semifinals were held at Macalester College and
the finals at Orchestra Hall in Minneapolis.
Represented were such schools as the
Juilliard School of Music , the Eastman
School of Music, the Curtis Institute of Music and the universities of Minnesota and
Iowa. Six contestants were chosen for the
finals . Th.e competition was open to all
woodwind , string , brass and piano players
who had not yet reached 26 years of age.
Each musician was auditioned on six required pieces chosen from the Baroque
through the Contemporary eras.
Fisher, who is 20 years old and pursuing
a bachelor of music education degree, is
the son of Dr. and Mrs. Darrell Fisher of
Mason City. He was accompanied in the
competition by Marleta Matheson , an
assistant professor and staff accompanist
at UNI.
In addition to being a member of UNI TUBA (UNI Chapter of Tubists Universal
Brotherhood Association) , Fisher also per-

forms with the UNI Orchestra, the UNI Wind
Ensemble, the UNI Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble and the Waterloo/Cedar Falls Symphony Orchestra. Upon graduation from
UNI this coming spring , he plans to begin
graduate stud ies in performance (master
of music degree) at the Eastman School of
Music .
Jo Anne Fosselman , a senior oboist and
student of Tom Barry, also placed in the
competition as a semi-finalist . The standing of Fisher and Fosselman in the 1981
competition continues a distinguished tradition of success achieved by UNI music
students at the WAMSO competition . Joe
Hurley, a hornist who took top prize at the
1979 contest , was the most recent UNI
student recognized for distinction in the
competition .

School of Music, UNI
Offer Events Calendars
Keep up with all the concerts , rec itals
and other events at the School of Music by
receiving our bi-weekly Calendar of
Events. To get on the mailing list send your
name and address to Bob Byrnes at the
School of Music Office.
The University publishes a separate
Calendar of Events for all campus events.
To get on the mailing list send your name
and address to the Office of Pub lic
Information, University of Northern Iowa.

Professors Kennedy and Matheson Retire
Two major figures at the School of Music , David Kennedy and Charles Matheson , announced their retirement this past
academic year. Kennedy completed his
tenure at the end of the fall '81 semester,
and Matheson followed at the end of the
spring '82 term . With a combined service of
60 years in the School of Music, both of
these professors will be sorely missed .
Kennedy , or "Doc " as we call him , was a
graduate of the Eastman School of Music
(B.M ., M.M.) and the University of Iowa
(PhD.) , and began his UNI service in 1948,
a year in which many new faculty arrived on
the scene. Since then he has seen our
institution grow into a university, and his
contributions to its growth have been more
than considerable. His main duties at the
University centered around the teaching of
brass instruments, particularly the French
horn . He also taught many classes in
theory, introduction to music and instrumental arranging . In addition to writing
numerous " blood and guts" arrangements
over the years for the UNI Panther Marching Band , Kennedy also, in recent years ,
did a number of arrangements for the UNI
Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble.
The music faculty treated Doc and his
wife , Mary, to a surprise dinner and ensuing " roast" (most welcome on a chilly
December's eve) at a local restaurant. It
was a warm and happy evening for all of
us.
In April of 1982, "Doc" was honored at a
concert presented by the UNI Tuba/
Euphonium Ensemble and the UNI Horn
Choir. The concert , offered as a tribute to
Kennedy , was given "in appreciation of
Dave's considerable contributions to the
brass field ," according to Fritz Kaenzig ,
director of the UNI Tuba/Euphonium Ensemble . Included on the program was
Kennedy's arrangement of the Beer Barrel
Polka.
"Old Matheson ," as he calls himself,
received his B.M. and M.M. degrees from
the University of Michigan. After teaching
at Gordon College from 1946 to 1955,
Matheson joined the UNI faculty in 1955.
In Dr. Ross ' memo to the faculty
annoucing Charles· retirement he stated :
"Charles has provided a unique mixture of
enthusiasm , leadership (vocal /choral
areas primarily) and competence over the
last three decades of quality service to this
institution . On several occasions I've
talked with past graduates who yearn to
come back to Charles' studio to pick up
more of the 'Matheson magic,' an almost
indescribable elixir that apparently only he
can dispense. And for years 'his' Concert
Chorale set a standard for others to emulate."

David Kennedy

Scott Cawelti , a former member of the
Concert Chorale and now an assistant
professor in the Department of English
Language and Literature at UNI , wrote an
excellent tribute to Matheson in one of his
columns for The Record (Cedar Falls, 6/22/
82) . Although we would love to reprint it in
full , space permits only the following : "A
performance was fast approaching ; we
had worked on this piece ('Salvation is Created ') for weeks with little progress. Matheson was furious at times, cajoling us to
'Sing! Give! ' Finally, during the last time
through , it all fell into place . We became a
full-voiced ensemble, all the parts blending into a vast whole . It soared . When we
quit, the rehearsal room seemed to ring in
appreciation. And we waited for Matheson's comments . But he said nothing . Instead , he was weeping , moved to tears by
the music . Finally, he said 'I'm sorry , let's
not rehearse any more. That's what music
should be .' As we were leaving , also
moved by his tears , he added , 'And I'm
sorry for you if music hasn 't ever done this
to you .' "
As has become our style, the music
faculty treated Charles and his wife , Mariela (who is not retiring) , to a farewell dinner
party at which Charles was gently sauteed
(he's too tender for " roasting ").
Both Charles and Doc will have their
names added to the plaque now hanging
in the lobby of Russell Hall wh ich honors
former distinguished faculty members. We
hope you will join us in wishing them the
best in the years to come .

Charles Matheson

Bach, Brass, Chaucer
Highlight Artists and
Chamber Music Series
The schedule of performances for the
1982-83 UNI Artists and Chamber Music
Series has been announced .
The Artists Series will feature folksinger
Burl Ives (November 11 ), Canadian pianist
Janina Fialkowska (December 7) , tenor
Vinson Cole (January 28) , The New Vic
Theatre of London in Canterbury Tales
(February 18) and The New York Chamber
Soloists performing the six Brandenburg
concerti of Johann Sebastian Bach (April
13)
. The Chamber Music Series will feature
The Deller Consort (October 12) in an
authentic performance of Renaissance
and Baroque vocal ensemble music; The
Ko-Kela Quartet (November 17) consisting
of violinist, violist , cell ist and pianist; The
American String Quartet (February 8), winners of the Coleman Competition and the
Naumburg Award) ; and The Eastman
Brass Quintet (March 30) , an Eastman
School of Music group which includes Barbara Butler, a native of Cedar Falls.
For information about individual event
and season tickets , contact Howard
Jones, 319 Sabin Hall , UNI (319) 273-2829
or the School of Music Office (319) 2732024 .

Glee Club Repeats European Success
During UNl 's spring break this past
March, members of the UNI Varsity Men 's
Glee Clu b, directed by Robert Byrnes, had
the good fortune of taking their second trip
to Europe. The "whi rlwind tour" of nine
days began on a crisp and sunny Saturday
morning as the group assembled on the
bus for the trip to Chicago. Byrnes was the
last to arrive, but for good reason: he had
been at the Cedar Falls Post Office to pick
up the last passport (a story in itself involving long distance phone calls, senators
and the U.S. State Department) .
After a stop at one of the Glee Club
member's homes in Dubuque for a continental breakfast , the group arrived in
Chicago at O'Hare's International Terminal
for the eight hour direct flight aboard a
Lufthansa DC-10 to Frankfurt, West Germany. From there (now Sunday morning) ,
members were transported on a $150,000
Setra bus to their home for the week , the
Hotel Lowen-Central in Feldkirch , Austria
(located on the western 'e dge of Austria,
very close to the Swiss border). They were
greeted at the hotel with an excellent supper and comfortable rooms .
A trip to Innsbruck was scheduled for
Monday. In order to pass over the Voralberg Mountains to reach Innsbruck, the
bus was obliged to stop half-way up. There
the bus driver was ably assisted by Glee
Club members in putting chains on the rear
tires . At Innsbruck visits were made to the
Olympic ski jump, Wilton Basilica and the
city's quaint shops. A train ride through the
mountains to Seefeld ensued , where members once again boarded the bus for the
return trip to Feldkirch (this time under the
mountains through an unbelievably long
tunnel) .
On Tuesday, a hair-raising ride up narrow roads edging seemingly bottomless
valleys brought the group to Laterne, Austria for a day of skiing . The day, both clear
and sunny , afforded the sportsmen a
breathtaking view of the tops of the Alps
from Austria into Switzerland . That evening
they performed their first concert in Bezau ,
Austria at the City Hall (which had previously been a monastery) . Conversations
with Austrians and former residents of New
York City and Springfield , Illinois followed ,
along with a special treat of some " local
brew," generously provided by the burgomaster of Bezau.
A trip to Lucerne , Switzerland occurred
the next day and included a ride to the top
of 10,000 foot Mt. Pilatus. The first leg of the
journey was taken in four-person cable
cars , which deposited members half-way
up at a picturesque chalet . There they enjoyed an abundant lunch while gazing out
the leaded-glass windows into a sea of

The Varsity Men 's Glee Club at Bregenz, Austria following a concert performance.

falling snow. The top of Mt. Pilatus was
reac hed after a treacherous second
journey through a raging snow storm. We
were in a tram crammed with 40 people (a
trip which the group was informed once
caused a football quarterback to faint) . The
pinnacle of Mt. Pilatus features two luxurious hotels which cater to the wealthiest of
Europeans.
Thursday morning provided members
with a guided tour of Feldkirch followed by
a meeting with the burgomaster. Austrian
white wine and Italian red wine were
served . After hearing a few songs , the
burgomaster invited the Glee Club to perform an impromptu noon concert on the
front steps of the City Hall for the local
citizenry . That afternoon the group sang at
the Conservatory of Music in Feldkirch
(which serves the province of Voralberg)
where they were given their choice of two
$50 ,000 Bosendorfer pianos for
accompaniment.
Another Austrian snowfall (big , fat , fluffy
flakes that came straight down) was in
progress on Friday as members traveled to
Neuschwanstein Castle , built by " Mad
Ludwig ," and which was used as the
model for Disneyland . Luxurious beyond
belief, the castle features wall paintings in
each room which depict various scenes
from Wagner's operas. That evening the
Glee Club rode to St. Gallens, Switzerland
to sing at a church. Members of the audience were particularly excited at seeing
and hearing members of an American
chorus , since their church chorus had
scheduled an upcoming visit to the United
States.
After a brief visit to Vaduz , the capital of
the tiny country of Liechtenstein , on Saturday morning , the group performed an
afternoon concert at the Civic Center in

Bregenz , Austria. A hurried trip back to
Feldkirch and a quick stop fo r su pper
brought members to their final performance , an exchange concert with one of
many men 's choruses in the Feldkirch and
surrounding suburbs area. Bee r and Austrian apfel schnapps (apple sc hnapps)
were the order of the evening as the two
choruses exchanged sets of songs for
three hours . At 12:30 a.m., the UNI chorus
reluctantly left, knowing they would soon
be leaving Austria, a place they had come
to love . Four hours later, everything was
packed and on the bus for the trip to Frankfurt ; from there to Chicago on a 747 and
then back to Cedar Falls by 10:30 p.m.
Sunday evening . Truly a "whirlwind tour."

National Honors for
Dixieland 'Bearcats'
The UNI Dixieland " Bearcats" took second place this year in the Second Annual
Southern Comfort National Collegiate
Dixieland Competition .
Following a preliminary audition with 62
other bands, the "Bearcats " were chosen
as one of three finalists and won an all-expenses-paid trip to the National Association of Jazz Educators Convention , held in
Chicago this past January. In recognition
of their second place finish at the Convention , each musician in the group was
awarded a $100 cash grant. The School of
Music received an additional $500 contribution .
With faculty adviser Bruce Chidester,
members of the group included Greg Hall ,
trombone ; Jeff Willey, drums; Jeff Kane ,
clarinet; Tim Johnson, trumpet; Bob Fischer , tuba ; and Jeff Kirkpatrick , piano.
Tommy Newsom, saxophonist and assistant band leader on the 'Tonight Show,"
was one of the judges for the contest .

Faculty Artists
Perform Concerts,
Touring Programs
The UNI School of Music currently
sponsors four faculty -ensembles-in-residence, all of which maintain rather active
schedules.
This past year the Faculty Woodwind
Quintet (Deanna Kaenzig , flute ; Tom Barry,
oboe; Jack Graham, clarinet ; Don Wendt ,
bassoon; Tom Tritle , horn) appeared in
concert at several area high schools and
was joined by the Northern Brass Quintet
for a special Russell Hall recital on March
1. Featured on that program was a performance of Persichetti 's Serenade No. 1
for Ten Wind Instruments .
The Faculty Jazz Quintet {Tom Barry,
saxophone ; Bruce Chidester, trumpet ;
Mark Ellis, bass; Bob Washut , piano; Randy Hogancamp, drums) was a featured
group at the Iowa Bandmasters Association Convention in Des Moines in May.
Additionally, they appeared on the Monticello Artist Series, "Live from Studio One"
(KUNI) , and the Charles City Jazz Festival ,
among other engagements.
Highlights of The International Trio 's
year were their appearance on the Artists
Series at the University of Michigan Flint
and Dearborn campuses (November),
their performance of Beethoven 's Triple
Concerto with the Waterloo/Cedar Falls
Symphony (February), and a special onehour television performance on IPBN
(May) . The Trio (Howard Aibel, piano;
Vasile Beluska, violin ; Stefan Reuss , cello)
also appeared on the Waterloo Congregational Church Artists Series, the Sioux City
Chamber Music Series and at the Des
Moines Art center.
The most established UNI ensemble-in-residence (formed in 1967) is
the Northern Brass Quintet (Keith Johnson,
Bruce Chidester, trumpets ; Tom Tritle ,
horn; Jon Hansen , trombone; Fritz Kaenzig , tuba) . The NBQ was a featured group
at South Dakota State University and also
appeared on the Waterloo Congregational
Church Artists Series . They , too , gave
several school concerts during the past
year.
The International Trio and the Northern
Brass Quintet, along with UNI Lyric Theatre
and piano soloist Howard Aibel , received
touring grants from the Iowa Arts Council
during the 1981-82 academic year.
Three UNI groups have received IAC
touring grants for 1982-83. Anyone interested in presenting these ensembles in
concert should contact: The Northern
Brass Quintet (Keith Johnson); UNI Lyric
Theatre (John Pape) ; or Le Due Voc i

The Faculty Jazz Quintet was featured at the Iowa Bandmasters Association Convention in Des
Moines last May.

(Keum Ja Kim, soprano, and David Smalley, baritone) at the School of Music. Le
Due Voci is a new ensemble provid ing
master classes and orchestral appear-

ances in the opera repertoire . Recital fees
are shared equally by the IAC and the
sponsoring agency.

Faculty, Student Effort

Bach Consort Builds Reputation
The UNI Bach Consort is gradual ly
becom in g a recognized entity in the
School of Music. Its programming varies , it
appears irregularly and its size fluctuates,
but the Consort has consistently presented
programs of quality and distinction.
The Consort was formed during the
1979-80 academic year as the brainchild
of former UNI flutist Jeffrey Cohan and
present organist Marilou Kratzenstein .
Recitals have featured unaccompanied
solos , solo sonatas with harpsichord
accompan iment, trio sonatas and fullscale choral cantatas . All compositions are
by the group's namesake, J.S. Bach.
The Consort held its latest recital on
February 28 of this year. It included two
complete cantatas and a sonata for violoncello and harpsichord. One of Bach's most
famous solo cantatas , Jauchzet Gott in
a/Jen Landen (BWV 51 ), featured soprano
Keum Ja Kim and trumpeter Keith Johnson , accompanied by a chamber orchestra of School of Music faculty and students.
Cellist Stefan Reuss and harpsichordist
Marilou Kratzenstein collaborated on

Sonata No . 2 in D Major (BWV 1028). The
second half of the program was devoted to
Cantata No. 78, Jesu, der du meine Seele,
widely regarded as one of Bach 's best
chorale cantatas. Soprano Kim was joined
by voice faculty colleagues Caryl Becker,
mezzo; David Smalley, baritone ; guest
tenor, Michael Ketcherside; and the UNI
Concert Chorale, plus a 15-piece chamber
orchestra. The audience sang with the
Consort in the concluding chorale. Conductor for the concert was Ronald Ross ,
director of the UNI School of Music . The
setting was Bethlehem Lutheran Church,
located a few blocks south of campus on
Hudson Road .
An attempt is currently being made to
obtain grant funding so that the Bach Consort might take a performance tour of the
region. It is felt that the type of programming with which the group deals would
make it appealing to school , church and
community groups. Persons or agencies
interested in sponsoring a concert by this
group should write or contact the UNI Bach
Consort at the School of Music.

Responses to First Newsletter

Alumni News from Iowa, England
Jim Oleson and Frankee Horn Oleson
of 2101 Polk Dr., Ames , IA 50010 (both B.A.
'69) were pleased to receive our first publication and to be updated on happenings
at the School of Music. They thought the
idea of "Alumni News" would be especially
interesting and fun . Deanna Kay Larson of
928 Angier Dr., Storm Lake , IA 50588 (B.A.
'70) expressed special interest in our article concerning The International Trio .
Earl Dunn, administrative assistant to
the director, School of Music, Ball State
University, Muncie, IN 47306 (B.A. '46,
M.A. '54) wrote a very nice letter. He was
somewhat shocked to find so few faculty
names that were familiar, but was able to
identify Emil Bock, Karl and Martha Hoivik,
Dave Kennedy, Don Wendt and Bob Dean .
He was also particularly impressed to read
that we had found a most appropriate
means of honoring former distinguished
music faculty members . He was very
pleased to see that his good friend Myron
Russell had designed and constructed the
case in which the recognition plaques are
placed . Mr. Dunn also provided a two and
one-half page vita which delineates his
accomplishments since leaving UNI. We
are very pleased to have had a part in Mr.
Dunn 's preparation for such a successful
career .
Beverly Irwin of 14435 Bush Ave ., Riverside , CA 92504 (B.A. '51) sat down immediately to read our first issue after receiving
it and was especially interested to see the
extensive faculty which we have. She also
sent her new address (listed above and
dutifully reported to the computer).
Carol Sheldon Foley of 2557 26th St. ,
Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44223 (B.A. '42) wrote
to tell us she had stud ied violin with Emil
Bock and graduated in the same class as
Emil 's wife , Loraine Andersen Bock. She
played snare drum in the marching and
concert bands under Myron Russell and
studied voice with Harald Holst. Her
training in music history , theory ,
composition , counterpoint and brass
instruments came from Carl Wirth . Frank
Hill taught her theory, harmony and strings,
and Roland Searight taught her cello, bass
and directing . Mrs . Foley also stud ied
piano and piano ensemble with Russell
Baum . Her daughter, Karen Sue Foley,
completed a master 's degree in home
economics at UNI in 1980. Keith Foley, her
son , majored in trumpet at the Eastman
School of Music and then earned a master
of music degree there in jazz studies and
contemporary media . Keith was acquainted with Rick Lawn , a former director
of jazz studies here at UNI who is now a
successful composer tor both jazz and

concert band with Jenson Publ ishers of
New Berlin, Wisconsin . During his time at
Eastman, Keith played a composition for
trumpet by William Latham. It was an original manuscript with Latham 's Olive
Street address in Cedar Falls listed on the
score. Mrs . Foley was unaware until reading Volume 1 of Music at UNI that Latham
was a UNI faculty member from 1946 to
1965.
A very brief note of "nice work" was
received on a change of address card from
Joan Robinson Foley of 9017 Chesley
Knoll Ct. , Gaithersburg , MD 20879 (B.A.
'70). Also from Maryland , JoAnne DeBruin
Decker, RFD 2, Box 334, Centreville 21617
(B.A. '69) wrote to say that she thoroughly
enjoyed our first issue. Suzette Ruechel
Blakestad, P 0 . Box 120, Shelby, IA 51570
(B.A. '70) wrote to tell us that our first
volume "stirred fond memories of the fine
people who were associated with the music department in the years that I was
there ." In addition to commenting on the
growth of the curriculum and degree offerings, Suzette sent a contribution to the UNI
Foundation which she ear-marked for the
School of Music Scholarship Fund . We are
very grateful. We were also pleased to hear
that the Shelby school system hired one of
our recent graduates, Mark Knapp, (B.A.
'81) and that he has "made a wonderful
impression on the community ."
From Merry Olde England , we received
an interesting correspondence from Phyllis Sawyer Nickson, " Barnwood ," 2 Wheeler Ave ., Oxted , Surrey RHB 9LE England
(B.A. '65). She was a piano major who studied with Russell Baum. Upon graduation
she assumed Lyle Baum 's junior high
teaching position at Peet Junior High in
Cedar Falls when Lyle moved to Holmes
Junior High. After three years , she joined
the Augsburg Publ ishing House in Minneapolis, working in its editorial department. Later she returned to teaching , this
time at Maplewood Junior High (suburb of
St. Pau l) , until marrying an Englishman
(Danny) in 1972. For the past nine years ,
Phyllis has worked at Belwin Mills Music
Ltd . (the English counterpart of Belwin Mills
in New York) , where she is busy with promotion and production activities. She is
also associated with Canford Summer
School of Music , which is sponsored by
Belwin Mills and which will be celebrating
its 30th anniversary this year. Mrs. Nickson
also expressed an interest in the current
doings of Sigma Alpha Iota, of which she
was a member. (We will see what we can
do about that and will be happy to show
Danny around UNI when you come back to
visit Davenport. We would also assume

that all UNI music graduates are welcome
at your home in England?!?)
Doug Herbon and Connie Johnson Herbon , Box 605, Postville, IA 52162 (both with
B.A. 's, '68 plus Doug 's M.A., '73) sent a
postcard to say they enjoyed our " premiere edition " very much and asked us to
keep up the good work. (We'll try).
Jane Reynolds Heisterkamp, P.O. Box
239, Sloan , IA 51055 (B.A. '73) was a piano
major who studied with Merrill Harlan . She
has taught elementary music at Maple Valley Community Schools, Mapleton, Iowa
for five years and is currently in her fifth
year at Westwood Community Schools,
Sloan , Iowa. Being from "out West" and
feeling out of touch with UNI , Jane requested that we investigate the possibility
of a reunion for music graduates - something on which we are still working and
about which we would welcome other comments and ideas . She was also kind
enough to include a contribution to Music
at UNI for which we are very appreciative.
Probably the most interesting letter we
received was from Wanda Arney Gravatt of
608 W. Main St. , Marshalltown , IA 50158
(2-year, '17) which we would like to reprint
in full : "What a thrill I experienced yesterday when I opened my mail and found this
wonderfully interesting material about our
Music Department at UNI. Thanks for letting us know of your progress since 1917
when I graduated with a Public School Music Degree. Music has been my life, and I
received my foundation at 'Teachers College. ' I had Mr. Fullerton in class and Mr.
Hays for voice. I taught three summers for
Cedar Falls when they held summer
schools of a term in Ottumwa, Centerville
and Keokuk . Taught music for four years in
the Traer school , married Howard Gravatt
- moved to Marshalltown , had large
classes in piano and voice , and Mr. Hays
came to my home and judged the singers
- with parents as guests. It took four recitals to hear all the students . I directed a
choir of over thirty for twenty years . I go
each March over to Ames to hear the Symphony Orchestras - so you can readily
understand my enthusiasm when you edit
your Music at UNI. Maybe you have started
something that will please many. I shall be
90 years old next April (1982) and still
going strong ."
That concludes our " Letters to the Editor" for this issue. We were very pleased to
receive them and hope that other grads will
write . Please be sure to include your name,
address, degree, degree date and information about your activities. We will convey as much information as possible in
future editions, space permitting .

Russell Hall Work Nears Completion
When Ru ssell Hall was completed in the
early 1960s, it was reportedl y one of the
first state university build ings to have central air condition ing . It turned out to be a
dubious distinction . Whi le we welcomed
the relief it provided from Iowa's hot summers, there were problem s wh ich could not
be adequately addressed .
Of primary concern over the years has
been the fluctuation of humidity levels in
the bui lding - over 90 percent at times in
the summer, and as low as 15 to 20 percent
during the peak of the heating season . Th is
wide range of moisture levels in the bui lding has taken its toll on pianos, stringed
instruments, the stage floor and office furniture . Also annoying was a cool ing tower
situated above the choral room which had
a tendency to leak into the rooms below.
Moreover, it caused a noisy surge of water
to course through pipes adjacent to the
auditorium and choral room , interrupting
recitals and rehearsals with alarming frequency.

The heating and plumbing contractors
have assured us that these problems are
now behind us. During the past year, new
fan coil units have been installed in each
classroom and studio , and the air handling
units in the mechanical room have been
retrofitted for the new humidity control system . Once fully operational (in September,
1982 we trust) we should be able to keep
humidity levels to a maximum of 50 percent
during the summer months and 30 to 35
percent during the winter , a marked
improvement over past levels. The system
features individual room ventilation controls, so that interior rooms that tend to
overheat easily might be cooled at the
same time that perimeter rooms require
heat. The previous system did not have
such flexibility , which often resulted in uncomfortable late afternoon band and choir
rehearsals .
Also included in the renovation project
were many much-needed and long-delayed projects: 1) new stage floor, 2) car-

peting for the teaching studios and offices
(replacing worn-out cork tile) , 3) additional
acoustical walls between teaching studios
and first-floor classrooms , 4) new, energy-efficient exterior building doors, and 5)
new ceiling lighting for the north entry, east
entry and lobby areas. An acoustical study
of Russell Auditorium is planned for September. Attempts will be made to identify
ways and means of enhancing the quality
of sound emanating from the stage and pit
areas.
It may not be noticeable from the outside , but those of us who inhabit Russell
Hall's interior quarters are well aware of the
recent improvements. If your travel plans
include a trip to the Cedar Falls area in the
near future, please stop by for a tour of our
refurbished facility.

School of Music 1981-82 Highlights
Limited space permits us to feature only
a few of the stories from the myriad of
events which occur annually at the School
of Music. Many of us devoted considerable
time and effort so that these events could
take place. And as we go from one program to another, we tend to find ourselves
concentrating on the most current project.
In other words, we have a tendency to lose
our sense of perspective. The "Year in Review" provides us with an annual history, a
reminder of all the things we have accomplished , and it should convey to our readers how those accomplishments fit into the
total School of Music picture. Here is the
1981-82 synopsis:

June 1981
Twenty-five persons attended the Suzuki Violin/Harp Pedagogy Workshops conducted by Lorraine Fink and Mary Kay
Waddington , respectively .
Ninety high school students attended
the Casavant Cavalcade of Performance
Workshops conducted by a team of instructors headed by Dr. Charles Casavant.
September 1981
The second annual Band Alumni and
first annual UNI T.U.B.A. reunions occurred , complete with social gatherings,
barbecues , pig roast and free public concert .

Mark Fisher, a euphoniumist and junior
music education major, won second place
in the WAMSO Young Artists Competition .
He received $1 ,000, made a solo appearance with the St. Paul Chamber Orchestra
an~ gave a recital performance for the Minneapolis Music Teachers (MMT) on Tuesday, March 2, 1982.
Over 1,000 students participated in the
3rd Annual Marching Band Day held in the
UNI-Dome.

October 1981
Over 100 high school students attended the 27th Annual Tallcorn Lyric
Theatre Festival at Russell Hall and Strayer-Wood Theatre . They also attended a
performance of Lyric Theatre's fall production , Candide .
Brian Bowman , euphonium soloist with
the U.S. Air Force Band, was guest clinician and recitalist for the Seventh Annual
Octubafest. He also appeared as soloist
with the UNI Wind Ensemble.
"Sojourn ", a jazz quartet comprised of
four performer-composers including Ed
Sarath (trumpet, flugelhorn) , John Shifflett
(bass, piano and trombone) , Bob Schleeter (guitar, bass) and Paul Cunliffe (percussion) appeared as guest performers during a UNI Jazz Combos concert.
One hundred high school students at-

tended the 27th Annual Tallcorn Orchestra
Festival.
Stefan Reuss, faculty cellist at the UNI
School of Music, traveled to Furth, Bavaria
to receive the 1981 Cultural Award for Music in recognition of his outstanding
achievements.

November 1981
Jack Graham directed members of the
UNI Orchestra, the UNI Concert Chorale ,
the University Chorus, the UNI Varsity
Men 's Glee Club and faculty soloists Keum
Ja Kim , soprano, and David Smalley, baritone , in a performance of Dvorak's Te
Oeum .
Carol Wincenc , who appeared on the
UNI Chamber Music Series, presented a
master class for UNI flutists .

December 1981
Approximately 450 members of the
audience joined in a Messiah sing-in with
the UNI Concert Chorale , University Chorus and Orchestra.
Portions of Octubafest were broadcast
on KWWL TV's P.M. Magazine.
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Highlights, cont.
January 1982
UNI Jazz Band I and the UNI Dixieland
" Bearcats " traveled to Ch icago for the
1982 National Association of Jazz Educators Convention . Jazz Band I took first
place in the NAJE College/University Jazz
Ensemble Aud itions and performed as the
top college/university jazz ensemble at the
Convention . The UNI Dixieland "Bearcats"
were chosen as one of three combos to
compete in the Intercollegiate Dixieland
Contest sponsored by Southern Comfort.
The UNI Concert Chorale traveled to
Des Moines to appear as one of eight
" Honor Performance Ensembles" at the
1982 Iowa Music Educators Association
Convention .
The St. Olaf College Band made a guest
appearance in Russell Hall Auditorium as
part of its annual 10-day tour to the upper
Midwest.

February 1982
The Heath Brothers and saxophonist
Dave Liebman were guest artists on the
32nd Annual Sinfonian Dimensions in Jazz
Shows, held in conjunction with the 27th
Annual Tallcorn Jazz Festival.
Over 200 students from 47 Iowa high
schools participated in the 27th Annual
Tallcorn Band Festival. Guest conductor
for the Gold Band (Juniors and Seniors)
was Dr. James Neilson, director of the
Educational Department of the G. Leblanc
Corporation . Guest band was the Pleasant
Valley High School Band , conducted by
UNI alumnus James Crowder. Dr. Karl Hoivik was presented with the Distinguished
Service Award of the Iowa Music Educators Association .
Nine hundred students from 45 Iowa
and Illinois high schools competed in the
27th Annual Tallcorn Jazz Festival. Adjudicators were Fred Sturm , Jack Oatts, Jim
Oatts and Norm Egli .

Mrs. Doris Preucil , nationally known Suzuki viol in teacher from Iowa City, worked
with students enrolled in the UNI Suzuki
Talent Education Program.
The National Band Assoc iat ion announced the appointment of Robert W.
Dean , conductor of the UNI Wind Ensemble, as chairman of the Board of Electors for the NBA Hal l of Fame of Distinguished Band Conductors.
Michael Ketcherside , guest tenor soloist from Iowa City, along with six artist-performers and the Concert Chorale from the
UNI School of Music, performed two complete cantatas during the UNI Bach Consort concert, conducted by Dr. Ronald D.
Ross .

March 1982
Approximately 340 students from 55
Iowa high schools participated in the 27th
Annual Tallcorn Vocal and Keyboard Festival. Guest choir was the Cedar Rapids
Kennedy High School Choir, directed by
Doug Cox.
Robert Brynes and the UNI Carillon
were featured in a segment of KWWL TV's
P M. Magazine.
The Wiscons in Brass Quintet of the
University of Wisconsin -Madison performed as a guest ensemble at Russell Hall
Auditorium .
April 1982
The UNI Studio Orchestra, essentially
an orchestra combined with jazz band with
amplified woodwinds and strings in the orchestra , made its debut on a concert with
the UNI Orchestra.
"Music and Business," a symposium on
career alternatives for music and business
majors, was presented free to members of
the campus community anQ the public.
Specialists involved in the symposium included Rod Cazzatt of KWWL-TV , James
Coffin of the Yamaha Instrument Company,
Joe Giunta of the Waterloo/Cedar Falls

Symphony, Frank Lundak of the Piano
Technicians Guild , Marilyn Parks of the
Iowa Arts Council , Tony Schmidt of the
Triad Media Recording Studio, Russell
Kephart, Jr. of Kephart Music Center (Decorah) and Richard Snyder of the Iowa
State Center.
The First Annual UNI School of Music
Scholarship Benefit Concert was termed a
"Smashing Success" by the reviewer in the
Waterloo Courier. Some 400 people contributed approximately $3,500 to the Music
Scholarship Fund .
Inger Grudin , harps ichord ist and
clavichordist from Sweden , presented a
guest recital in the UNI Gallery of Art.
Jim Pugh , jazz trombonist with the
Woody Herman Orchestra since 1972, was
the featured performer at a si x-hour
"Spring Jazz Bash ."
The UNI Concert Chorale and the
Metropolitan Chorale and Orchestra presented J.S. Bach 's Mass in B Minor, conducted by Graeme Cowen, to an overflow
crowd at St. Edward 's Catholic Church in
Waterloo.
Carol Webber, soprano opera star with
the Seattle Opera, was an artist-in-residence for nine days.
May 1982
Pianist Howard Aibel , viol inist Vasile
Beluska and cellist Stefan Reuss , all members of The International Trio, were the first
featured performers on IPBN 's new television series, "Chamber Music."
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